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First question for Dix Park: 
How will visitors get there? 


BY HENRY GARGAN 
hgargan@newsobserver.com 


RALEIGH 
Encircled by highways and 
major thoroughfares, the 308- 
acre Dix Park isn’t a place vis- 
itors can easily stumble upon. 
The site off of Western Boule- 
vard near N.C. State University 
was home to the Dorothea Dix 
psychiatric hospital, which 
closed in 2012. A Catholic 
orphanage operated nearby for 
decades. Central Prison is across 
the street, and to the west is the 
Governor Morehead School for 


visually impaired students. 

The grouping wasn’t an acci- 
dent. 

“That whole section of town 
was where the unwanted people 
of society were located,” said 
Caroline Lindquist, one of five 
city planners Raleigh has as- 
signed to help turn the Dix cam- 
pus into a signature urban park. 
“It was designed to keep people 
out. The way they built the roads 
around it was to discourage 
people from walking into it. 

“So the challenge is, how do 
we flip that notion and turn the 
area into a destination? How do 
we open it up to be a welcoming 


place?” 

That challenge will be among 
the first of many discussed dur- 
ing the park’s 20-month master- 
planning process, which kicked 
off Thursday in front of enthusi- 
astic crowds. Planners hosted a 
lunchtime gathering at City Hall 
on Thursday and another meet- 
ing on N.C. State’s campus that 
evening. 

Both events were packed, a 
sign that many residents are 
eager to weigh in on the park’s 
future. 

But first things first: The park’s 
transformation will likely begin 
with transportation and access. 


Planners say they must find new 
ways for pedestrians, cyclists, 
drivers and public transit users to 
get into the park and pass 
through it. 

In some cases, that might 
mean revamping what planners 
called “pathologically unin- 
viting” intersections, including 
the South Boylan Avenue en- 
trance along Western Boulevard. 
In others, it might mean building 
new roads into the park. 

“You have incredible problems 
with that connection right now, 
which is surprising, because 
Raleigh isn’t huge,” Michael Van 
Valkenburgh said Thursday. 


66 


Caroline Lindquist, city 
planner 


“But it’s really hard getting from 
downtown to the park.” 

Raleigh hired his New York- 
based design firm, Michael Van 
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Dont 
push girls 
to hug, 
Scouts 
advise 


BY MARK PRICE 
msprice@charlotteobserver.com 


The Girl Scouts of America is 
advising parents not to force 
their daughters to hug relatives 
during the holidays, prompting a 
fierce debate on social media. 

In a lengthy essay on 
GirlScouts.org, the nonprofit 
points out that family get-to- 
gethers can be a time “when 
your daughter gets the wrong 
idea about consent and physical 
affection.” The warning comes 
at a time when the nation has 
seen a number of high profile 
revelations of men sexually 
harassing and assaulting women 
in the workplace, with some 
cases dating back decades. 

“Have you ever insisted, ‘Un- 
cle just got here - go give him a 
big hug!’ or ‘Auntie gave you 
that nice toy, go give her a kiss,’ 
when you were worried your 
child might not offer affection 
on her own? If yes, you might 
want to reconsider the urge to 
do that in the future,” the post 
states. 

“Think of it this way: Telling 
your child that she owes some- 
one a hug either just because 
she hasn’t seen this person in a 
while, or because they gave her 
a gift, can set the stage for her 
questioning whether she ‘owes’ 
another person any type of phys- 
ical affection when they’ve 
bought her dinner or done 


SEE HUGS, 4A 


BY RICHARD STRADLING 
rstradling@newsobserver.com 


RALEIGH 

Those who are hitting the 
road for Thanksgiving this year 
will find gas prices that are 
about 30 cents more per gallon 
on average than last year, but 
that isn’t likely to keep many 
people home. 

More than 1.4 million North 
Carolinians are expected to 
travel for the holiday, a record, 
according to AAA Carolinas, 
an affiliate of the American 
Automobile Association. AAA 
says about 90 percent of them 


will do it by highway. 

If they’re gassing up, they 
can expect to pay an average 
of about $2.39 for a gallon of 
regular unleaded in North 
Carolina, according to AAA. 
The cheapest gas in the state is 
in Fayetteville, where regular 
unleaded was a full dime less 
expensive per gallon. The 


priciest gas is in the Asheville 
area, at $2.46. 

Gas prices in the state shot 
up in the days after Hurricane 
Harvey hit the Gulf Coast in 
late August, shutting down 
refineries and other facilities 
that provide fuel to the region. 
Prices have receded some 
since their post-Harvey peak 


Before you travel, check these 
tips for cheap gas, road delays 


2016 News & Observer file photo 


If you’re hitting the road for Thanksgiving, you'll have plenty of company. AAA Carolinas expects more than 1.4 million North Carolinians 
to travel for the holiday and most will be driving. Motorists will find gas prices about 30 cents more per gallon on average than last year. 


but remain about 20 cents per 
gallon higher than before the 
storm. 

AAA credits relatively strong 
demand and falling invento- 
ries with causing a nationwide 
spike of 9 cents per gallon in 
less than two weeks in early 
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